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Message from the President 
 
I would like to welcome the many new members who have 
joined our Association this past year.  We now have well 
over three hundred independent grower and winery 
members.  But I would like to remind everyone that we are 
an all volunteer organisation.  For us to stay relevant and 
effective in addressing the many different issues facing 
growers requires not just paying your dues, but also your 
active participation in BCGA activities and affairs. 

 
The biggest challenge for many growers this year has been selling their un-sold grapes.  
After the grape over-supply of last year, dozens of independent grower contracts were 
cancelled or not renewed.  We are acutely aware of the impact that this is having on many 
of those affected, and the threat the over-supply and lack of contracts poses to the stability 
of the market.   
 
We have known for several years of the over-supply possibility and we have already 
lobbied the BC government with the following recommendations: 

 Expedite the process to achieve open borders for direct to consumers wine 
shipments in other provinces, with Alberta as a priority.  Direct shipping to 
Alberta could potentially eliminate much of the present oversupply 

 Remove the federal excise tax on the domestic content of International Canadian 
blend (ICB) wines as these are now called 

 Implement a grape vine removal and replant program 
 
There have been some calls by growers for a mandated minimum percent domestic 
content in the ICB wines, citing Ontario as the example.  While the regulated content may 
have been a practical tool for dealing with a lot of low value, hybrid grapes (Vidal at 
$550/ton) in Ontario, a regulated content would make very little sense in BC where over 
98% of BC grapes are vinifera grapes at an average price of $2219 per ton.  Producers of 
the ICB blends are able to import bulk wine from countries such as Chile for the equivalent 
of about $700 per ton, so one could not expect them to pay more for BC grapes unless the 
excise tax on the domestic content is removed which would raise the threshold to about 
$1100 per ton.  There is an argument that this could be counter-productive, encouraging 
growers to over-crop in order to get a better return per acre and thereby compromising 
quality levels.  We see the excise tax removal as more of a safety valve for taking up 
occasional oversupplies.  It should also be noted that Ontario has actually eliminated its 
mandated domestic content rules as of this year.  The current 25% domestic content for 
Ontario ICB blends has been agreed to by Industry as a transition measure and is no 
longer government mandated. 
 
Our answer to the over-supply problem lies in striving for the highest quality levels 

and increasing the sales of 100% BC wine. 
 
BC sales in litres at the end of July were up an astounding 18.7% compared to the BC wine 
market as a whole, which grew by just under 7%.   If the growth in sales can be maintained 
at even half that rate, the current over-supply could be history as early as 2016.  
 
 Best of luck with your harvests! 
 
 Manfred (Fred) Freese 
 BCGA President 
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CONTACT US! 
 

PO Box 42, Grand Forks, BC, V0H 1H0 
Toll Free: 1-877-762-4652 

Fax: (250) 442-4076 
E-mail: bcga@nethop.net 

Website: www.grapegrowers.bc.ca 

 
 

mailto:bcga@nethop.net
http://www.grapegrowers.bc.ca/


INSECTS HELPING TO WIN THE 
WAR ON WEEDS 

 
By Lisa Scott 

 
Biological control, or the use of natural enemies for the 
suppression of weed populations, was first introduced to 
BC in 1952 with the release of the St. John’s-wort 
defoliating beetle. Since then, over 60 agents have been 
established in BC, providing control of approximately 20 
different invasive plants. In fact, our province has the best 
track record in Canada for running an effective provincial 
bio-control program. 
  
Many years of research and numerous stages of approval 

are required for the development of a biological control agent before its release. Most of the research takes place in 
Switzerland, as the majority of invasive plants are of European origin. Pre-release studies cost many hundreds of 
thousands of dollars. However, this cost is justified by the potential control benefits obtained - specifically in terms 
of cost savings through crop yield increases and herbicide reductions, as well as the undetermined benefits to 
previously displaced native plants and the wildlife they support.  
 
Prior to establishing a biological control agent, insects must be screened for host specificity to the target weed. 
Seeds of native and agricultural plants in close association with the weed are collected and shipped to Switzerland 
where they are germinated and tested for damage from the potential agent. The agents are then tested to 
determine their impact to the host weed. Depending on biology, bio-agents will attack many different parts of a 
weed. Some reduce seed production in the larval stage by feeding on seed heads, as well as decreasing plant 
strength by feeding on plant foliage as adults. Others directly weaken the plants by attacking the plant tissue or root 
reserves, yielding plants with stunted growth and reduced reproductive vigour.  
 
In BC’s Southern Interior, biological control is proving especially fruitful. Many invasive species are now considered 
under control in localized areas due to the establishment of biological control agents. These species include diffuse 
knapweed, Dalmatian toadflax, purple loosestrife, St. John’s-wort, and most recently hound’s-tongue.  
 
Biological control is proving to be one of the most effective means of controlling invasive plant infestations that have 
reached significant proportions. Agents are self-propagating and self-dispersing, thus supporting a long-term, cost-
effective and environmentally friendly means of control. In areas with sensitive habitats and difficult access, bio-
control is even more important and often the only practical choice. 
 
For further information on invasive species, go to www.oasiss.ca or contact Lisa Scott (the Program Coordinator for 
the Okanagan-Similkameen) at 250-404-0115 or by e-mail at oasiss@shaw.ca  
 
 

 

SSEELLLLIINNGG  YYOOUURR  GGRRAAPPEESS  
 

All growers are reminded that you should have a written and signed sales 
agreement with each winery you are selling grapes to. The agreement 
should list the varieties you will be shipping, specific ranges for quality 
requirements (Brix, T.A., and pH), the price(s) per ton, and a payment due 
date. Ideally, you should also receive a bill of lading from the winery or 
third party hauler that indicates the tonnage(s) or, at least, the variety and 
number of bins shipped. In the case of a payment dispute or non-payment 
(which does happen), you will have documentation to show that monies are 
owed to you and this gives you proof of your legal contractual rights. 
 

http://www.oasiss.ca/
mailto:oasiss@shaw.ca


 
 

What is AgriStability? How can it help you? 
The Business Risk Management Branch is an integral part of the B.C. Ministry of Agriculture. One of the risk 
management programs it offers is called AgriStability. The program is funded by both the federal and provincial 
governments.  
 
AgriStability provides protection when farmers and ranchers suffer losses due to poor market conditions, low 
production, high input costs due to unforeseeable and uncontrollable events. It is a risk management program 
designed to keep you, the producer engaged in agriculture. By providing financial stability to a farm business the 
program provides improved confidence for producers to invest, innovate, adapt and capitalize on opportunities.  
 
How does the program work?  
AgriStability makes a payment to the producer when the Program year margin declines more than 30% below the 
Reference Margin. What is a Reference Margin? A Reference Margin is calculated by taking your farming 
operations average margin of three of the past five years. The highest and lowest margins are not included in the 
calculation. A Program year margin is your farm’s allowable income, minus your allowable expenses in a year. 
Adjustments are made for changes in receivables, payables and inventory. 
 
It is important for you, the producer to participate in the program because by doing so you are not only protecting 
your farm when you have large income declines, but also AgriStability provides whole farm support. It is a program 
that not only helps you stay in business but the support allows you the financial stability to update your operation as 
required. The aim is to help BC’s agrifood industry be sustainable, competitive and adaptable to changing 
circumstances. 
 
You can participate if: 
 

 You have been farming in BC and filed farm 
taxes 

 You have a completed production cycle 

 You have completed at least six months of 
farming activity  

 
For more details please visit: 
www.agf.gov.bc.ca/agristability  
 

Mohini Singh O.B.C.  
Communications Officer, AgriStability 
 

 

 

 
PRODUCTION INSURANCE REMINDER! 

 
The deadline date for applications is 31 October 2014 

 
Call to book your appointment with your BC Ministry of 

Agriculture Representative 
 

Kelowna: 1-888-332-3352 
Oliver: 1-888-812-8811 

 
or visit the BCMA website for more information 

www.al.gov.bc.ca/production_insurance  
 

http://www.al.gov.bc.ca/production_insurance


 

 

2014 STARLING 
CONTROL PROGRAM 

 
This is your reminder to send in your contributions for 2014!  

 
This year, producers are reporting fewer flocks and far less 
birds from other years.  Let’s keep those numbers down by 
continuing with aggressive trapping over the next months.  In 
order to continue, we do need the ongoing support from 
growers, as the funding we receive from the Regional Districts 
is dependent upon contributions from producers as an 
indication that the program is of value.   

 
You can make your contribution ($10/planted acre) in one of two ways: 

 Send a cheque addressed to the BC Grapegrowers’ Association by post to PO Box 42, Grand Forks, BC, 
V0H 1H0 

 Use a credit card with the PayPal payment system online at http://www.grapegrowers.bc.ca/donate/ 
 
We will issue receipts for all contributions – if your accounting department requires an invoice, just let us know by e-
mail at bcga@nethop.net. 
 

Thank you to all who have contributed already – your participation has made a great difference! 
  

 
The Grape Identification Guide has been developed in Quebec for cold 
climate grape varieties, and the English version is now available for 
purchase on the author’s website at http://guideampelo.info/en/boutique.  
The cost is $47.62 plus taxes (BC$2.78) and shipping ($8.00). 

 
  

 

2014 WORKSHOPS – THANK YOU! 
 

The BCGA was pleased to offer several workshops and field days from June to September, but we couldn’t have done it without 
your participation and our wonderful sponsors 

 

The Canopy Management Workshop at PARC on 25 June 2014 was attended by 51 participants.  Thank you to Tom Lowery, 

Fred Freese & Graham O’Rourke for leading this session. Thank you also to Charlie Baessler & Nathan Goltz for all of their 
help! 

 
The Canopy Management Workshop at Chaberton Estates in Langley on 03 July 2014 was attended by 23 participants.  

Thank you to Barb Hall for her help in coordinating the event.  Fred Freese & Graham O’Rourke led the discussions.  Thank you 
also, to Engage Agro who sponsored the refreshments for everyone. 

 
The Fresh Market Field Day was on 14 August 2014 – 30 enthusiastic growers and associates participated at the Casorso 

Vineyard.  John Casorso and field man Pete Straume led the discussions.  Bank of Montreal provided the refreshments – thank 
you so much! 
 
Forty-six growers and associates attended the Okanagan Crush Pad Field Day at the Garnett Valley Vineyard in Summerland 

with Dr. Pedro Parra.  A big thank you is extended to Chriss Coletta and her team at OCP for organizing the event and the BBQ 
lunch that followed. 
 
The Production Insurance Workshop at PARC was on 10 September 2014.  We’d like to thank the representatives from 

Production Insurance and AgriStability who were on hand to review the programs available and to answer questions.  Lunch 
was sponsored by the Bank of Montreal – thank you again! 
 

http://www.grapegrowers.bc.ca/donate/
mailto:bcga@nethop.net
http://guideampelo.info/en/boutique


 

 
Agriculture is a dangerous business.  It is consistently found to 
be one of the most hazardous workplaces in BC.  The Okanagan 
Region has recently been the site of three serious tractor 
incidents.  Incidents like these occur, causing fatalities and 
serious injuries within all age groups including the children of 
farmers.  Young inexperienced workers as well as those with 
vast amounts of experience are among the victims.  One of the 

highest risk categories are experienced farmers over the age of 60. Understanding the risks associated with mobile 
equipment on farms, particularly tractors, demands that the safe use and operation of tractors is an important topic 
to be covered in your safety program.   
 
Working safely cannot be inherited; it must be taught, learned and practiced.  In many cases tractor rollover 
fatalities or serious injuries would have been prevented if the operator had a Rollover Protective Structure (ROPS) 
and was wearing a seat belt. New orchard plantings often allow for ROPS on tractors.   Vineyard rows are getting 
narrower and the tractors used in these rows are narrower than in years past.  These narrower tractors can be less 
stable and lead to higher risk of rollovers.  Leaving the tractor without properly parking and turning off the tractor is 
another leading cause of tractor injuries such as entanglements or operator run-overs.  Some new tractors have a 
safety feature that will not allow the tractor to run unless the operator is in the seat.   
 
Some important safety points for all tractor operators are: 

 Conduct a pre shift inspection 

 Use a Roll Over Protective System and seat belt 

 Conduct a thorough risk assessment for the tractor, implement and task 

 Keep loads low when travelling 

 Always keep an eye out for pedestrians, do not move tractor without eye to eye contact with pedestrian. 

 No extra riders on tractor, bucket, or forks 

 Follow recommended hitching procedures and limits 

 Turn on level ground whenever possible 

 Stay away from soft shoulders 

 Ensure brakes are in good condition and properly locked for high speeds 

 Use a Slow Moving Vehicle sign for roads  

 Ensure loads are properly secured. 

 Disengage PTO, turn off tractor and set brake before leaving tractor seat 
 
Attending to your due diligence as an employer, manager or supervisor requires that operators are educated and 
trained in the safe operation of all mobile equipment, including tractors.  This training must be documented and 
ongoing, adequate supervision is required to ensure safe operating standards are constantly adhered to.   A 
practical evaluation by operators displaying competency to a qualified supervisor forms part of this diligence.  
Regular safety discussions with operators on tractor related issues and topics are also required.   
 
FARSHA offers a safe tractor operators course and also works with employers and/or supervisors to establish 
ongoing evaluation tools to assist in the orientation of new or returning workers. Proper, sufficient, adequate 
training incorporated with ongoing supervision and an effective pre-shift inspection and maintenance program 
combine to reduce your risk when operating mobile equipment and specifically tractors.  Correcting what may seem 
like a small action or repair item can help prevent an incident from becoming very serious.  Make FARSHA’s 
Tractor Safety Training Program part of your farm’s safety program.  For assistance to initiate or improve your safe 
tractor operations or other worker safety concerns, compliance issues or needs please contact your regional 
FARSHA safety consultant.  In the Okanagan call Carol Reid at 250-765-7025, carol.reid@farsha.bc.ca, or the 
FARSHA office toll free at 1-877-533-1789 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:carol.reid@farsha.bc.ca


 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 

 
 


